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Set up commission to probe

galamsey — Oppong-Fosu

3y Kwame Asare Boadu

FORMER “sumisrer of
Envireniment e
Te

LANOVALuN. (AT 2 kwasi
Oppong-Fusu. nas
ppealed to President
Nana Addo Dankwa Akuto-Addo to nut
the illegal mining (galamsev)
onundrum to (est by serrne 1 .
ommission of inauiry imre vne marter.
He arguea thatin doing so,the
President would be taking the
appropriate steps to unearth the rot in
the system and build trust nationally
and internationally in his quest to fiznt
che canker.
neaking to the Dailv/iraphicin
.cra yesterday, Mr Oppong-Fosu,who
served as Minister in the Prof.John
Evans Atta Mills and John Mahama
administrations, said the wleged
Jllusion and corruption 0.t
ircles that had lea yalamsev 1«

1ETSISt

1ad created a baa image ior ine country.

“The seizure of mining equipment
from some sites as well as the
prosecution 'dl'L(l conviction Uf some

wianalans gave hope tnat ali ‘wag 0ing

well in the battle to end galamsev.”

“However, recent developments had
thrown everything overboard and
brougnr the ~ountry pack to grmmd
zero,” =2 nserved.

Official complicity
Taking a look at some of the events

tnat had characterised the failure in
barttling galamsey, Mr Oppong-Fosu
said: “"le rirst hint of official
compiicicy 11 indermining this
exerrise was announced by the Minister
0! ..-ai Government and Rural

sverwynment, Hajia Alima Mahama,
witen s.ae warned metropolitan,
mumnic:pal and district chief executives
during 1 workshop that the National
Security has a list of those of them
invoived in galamsey activities.”

‘he second time, he said, came from
the Chier Executive of the Forestry
Commission, Mr Kwadwo Owusu-
Afrivie. wno lamented publicly the
activities ol jalamsey operators in
+ reserves with the backing of
e powerful officials”.
nt disclosures regarding
avators which suggest the
i1 narty and ;_l',OV?!'ﬂﬂ]t‘Ht
ne purpose of raising funds

S1USINg
cenplic

OrTicials o7

* Mr Akwasi 0pponz~Fnsu

for the governing party are troubling
developments for the country,” he
posited

Mr Oppong-Fosu said the
development pointed to a betrayal of
trust on the part of the President in the
people of this country.

Doubts

He indicated that doubts would be

created in the minds of the
international community about the
government's commitment to the
National Climate Policy since the
Minister of Environment who is
championing the agenda was the one
allegedly presiding over the scandal.

“Galamsey has national and global
security implications due to money
laundering and arms trafficking
operations as well as smuggling of
gold. Also the environmental
consequences undermine Ghana's
declared commitment to the Climate
Change Agenda,” he added.

' President’s assurance

Making reference to the President’s
assurance to the nation that he was
prepared to put his presidency on the
line to deal with galamsey which had

caused massive environmental
degradation and pollution, the former
minister said Ghanaians had not
forgotten that pledge.

The country, he said, must be
mindful of its commitments to
internationally agreed protocols on
Climate Change, and take the galamsey
fight seriously.




