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Prof. Frimpong-Boateng
breaks silence on
galamsey bribery

allegation

ROFESSOR Kwabena

Frimpong-Boateng, the

Minister of Environment,
Science, Technology and Innova-
tion, has denied allegations that
he is involved in corrupt deals in
the country’s fight against illegal
mining, popularly known as
‘galamsey’.

According to him, since return-
ing to Ghana at the age of 39
years, he has sacrificed*his entire
life to working in the interest of
the nation to the extent that he
has done nothing for his himself.

Speaking to journalists on
Thursday on the sidelines of
the State of the Nation Address
delivered to Parliament by Pres-
ident Nana Akufo-Addo, Prof.
Frimpong-Boateng, who is a
cardiothoracic surgeon, lamented
that “It saddens me that my rep-
utation is being associated with
wrongdoing when [ have not
even taken a bribe in my life.

“Look at me, I've not taken
bribe before, I've not extorted
money from anyone before, I've
not done anything wrong before
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and 1t saddens my heart
that people can associate
me with illegality. This is
wrong”, he insisted.

Prof. Frimpong-Boateng
recounted how he returned
from Germany to Ghana to set
up the National Cardiothoracic
Centre and construct its bulding
without monetary contribution
from the government, reformed
the Ghana Red Cross Society
and founded the Ghana Heart
Foundation, stating “Everything
that I've done in this world is
for Ghanaians. I've not done
anything for myself.”

The minister, who has come
under criticism for his handling
of the seized excavators which
went missing, indicared that he
was not involved in any crime
as is being alleged by his eritics,
saying “it is not rrue, every exca-
vator that has been stolen will be
found.

“Details of the whole exca-
vator saga and other matrers
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‘regatding the alleged corruption

in the ‘galamsey’ fight, will come
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* Prof. Frimpong-Boateng

out soon once investigations are
concluded by the Police, I decline
to say more, journalists must stop
“harassing” me with the issue be-
cause T will nor resign, for what
purpose?”

“The ‘galamsey’ fight by the
government has been 70 per cent
successful despite the allegations
of corruption which indicated
that T was not sleeping on the job
for which reason excavarors went
missing overnight, the excavators
did not disappear overnight. The
facts will be made public soon
after investgation by the Polic
my son is not involved in illegal
mining, he is not involved in
anything and the world will get to
know very soon”, Prof. Frim-
pong-Boateng assured. -Fnews.
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Negative census data can
affect allocation of resources
for devt —FErnest Quist

RNENT Theophilus

Quust, Municipal Chicl

[ixecutive for Kpando,
has cauttoned thar bad or neg
ative census data could affect
the allocation of resources for
development,

He has implored residents of
Kpando to trear the upcoming
census exercise as a platform to
hclp distribute resources fairly
in the various communitics,

In a speech read on his
behalf at the inauguration of
an eight-member committee of
the Municipal Census Imple
mentation Committee for the
2020 Population and Housing
Census (PHC) in Kpando, Mr
Quust reminded the commitree
members of the need to attach
seriousness to the exercis

as
the success of the programme
in the municipality largely de
pended on how diligently they
executed their work.

He also called for collabora
von from the assembly, chiefs
and other stakeholders for a
successtul exercise

Henry Loglo, Ot Region
Sransrician, said the exer
cise would help identify the
disadvantaged populanon in

soctery for needed assistance

tor e prven and nored thar s
vear's exererse was ditferent
from previous anes hecanise
ot rechnological advancement

saving, “the diginsing mapping,

approach being adopred will

help avoid enumerators “veer

¢’ into each other’s rerntory”
Naba Akolbila Robert

Agerwin, Munieipal Coordinat

ing Direcror, Kpando, called
for commitment, dedication,
determination and respect on
the part of members of rhe
committee and the residents

of the municipality during the
exercise,

The Committee Members are

Naba Agerwin as Chairre
Madam Emmanuella Abe

na Benning, District Census
Officer as Secretary, Richard

Asilevi, District Direcror,
Nanonal Comrmussion for
Civic Education, Alexander
Aftrim, Municipal Programme
Othcer, Madam Glora Ose,
Intormation Service Depart
ment, dSamuel Vemesah, Ghana
Fducation Service, Dr Samuel
Abudey, Distniet [Director, Gha
na Health Service and Togbe
Agorbortu, Kpando Traditonal
Council. -GNA



