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“From the frying pan into the fire

conundrum but severa

by

Letter from Han

Cameron Duodu

“Prof Frimpong-Boateng and
his Committee have develined an
ultra-modern and vui
ed “roadmap” to try
galamsey. Whilst presenting it,
the Prof again managed to come
out with a profound rruth which
makes the problem a challenge
to all Ghanaians, not only to the
Government of the day. In answer

nivsncat-

and coneamn

S soon as it was

reported that

some of the an-

d-galamsey func-

dons of “Oper-

ation Vanguard”
were 1o be transferred to the

Cihana Police, someone wrote to
comment on the Interner: “From
the frying pan into the fire!”

hiips
news [ 2020/ February-27th/ anti-

! [ wnamrypoyonline.com |/

valamsey-farce-gperation-ranguard-fo
withdraw-fraom-all-hasies.plip

I'hat comment 1 sound a bt
cvnical. But

the repuation the Gilhana Polic

weurately refeers

larce has cultvated in e

Cyes

b puabslic i
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v motor-pecdent happens

nstead o the Cibana pohice

hudh wiher ithe accuden

causcd In ofrher

over-specding:
mstances of reckioss driving: lack

of mamntenance ot the vehiclels)
mwvolved, espeenally as regards the
brakes ot the vehielefs), the rvres
of the vehicle(s), the suspension,
the hights and the loading or
overloading of of the vehicle(s):
the Ghana police will morte often
than not, make the accident the
source of unearned income for
themselves, instead of making the
offender(s) pay for their breaches
fic laws of the

of any of the tra
country — so as,to deter others

from similarly endangering public
safery.

Fveryone talks abour how
corrupt the police are. Bur we do
not hear of anything being done
about it. So the public continues to

believe that they are corrupt. And

the Government wants ro end cor
ruption 1n the campaign o end the
destrucnon of our fivers, streams
and warer-bodies by galamseyers
and it hands over that campaign o
the police?

Indeed, aren't Operanon Van
puard personnel already supposed
ta be composed of BOTH pohee
men and soldierse Thar being so,
how could the soldiers in Opera
non Vanguard have (tor instance
made money out of arrestng

ralamsevers: se1zing excavators:

serzing arms and ammuniton,

eold; motor vehicles:

fucl contamers creeiera creelera,
ST ¢ ST

to a question about the chances
of success of the roadmap, he
said: “I can give you facts abour
the sitvation. But I cannor change
vour artirude ro i.”

“That change in attirude must
come from each and every one
of us, he suggested.... 1t reminds
me of another statement 1 once
heard, ...urtered as a comment

been allowed by the police to
escape? How many excavators |
have been removed from under
the noses of the police? How
many enter forest reserves and
riverbanks without being arrested
by the local police?

Anyway, if the police observed
the soldiers making money out of

anti-galamsey operatons but did
not report them, then were the
police themselves fit for purpose?
Were they not aware that by keep
g quict, they would arouse suspi
cton that the money made out of
the ann-galamsey operanons was
SHARED with them:
When Operanon A
(WY

n
ANSTOWN,

tronge thar 1t

perd

wis turned e

| weone an artic

had become a " hieree aperation

and that then s attached

re sk

o that modus operandi. This s

part of whar I wrote ar rhe mne
Ghanaweb 19 Augus 2015
QLY
ealamsey s thar s like the
muln-headed snake in Greek my

thology, Hvdra of Lerna. Hercules

I'he trouble with

was obliged to slay this monster as

one of s Twelve Tasks, But the
i

trouble with the Hydra was that 2 . "
+Operation Vanguard at work

even it you were very good with
the sword and managed 1o cur oft

i i

The trouble with galamsey is that it's
like the multi-headed snake in Greek
mythology, Hydra of Lerna. Hercules
was obliged to slay this monster
as one of his Twelve Tasks. But the
trouble with the Hydra was that even
if you were very good with the sword
and managed to cut off one of its
heads, it grew two in their place!

on our situation: “We cannot risc

above ourselves!” UNQUOTE
Yes, the simple truch is thar “We

cannot rise above ourselves.” For

one of its heads, it grew twon
therr place!”

“The new approach to the

alamsey problem announced by

i / C i B { as nse i
the Chatrman of the Inter-Minis- how can a man who has nisen high

teral Commurree on Hlegal Minmg, cnough in our socicty to meritan

Prof Frimpong-Boateng (Minister appointment to high governmenr

for the Environment) ata Mecr fhce, disgrace the President who

ippointed him, by accepring mon

a !‘l'l )!_:r:llnl“l.‘ the
Wi TR Jhes

Ihe Press event on 16 August
ev o sabo

2008, was so soplustcared thar

How can an influential man in
whom the President had reposed
trust, send a convoy of official cars
into a galamsey area to rell Oper-
ation Vanguard personnel that the
people they had just arrested were
“his boys™ and should therefore be
allowed to go free?

How can a Ghanaian person in
authority condone the actions of

“hinese woman, in setting guard
dogs on Ghanaian uniformed
immugraton officers, who want to
arrest her for carrying out unau-
thonsed acuviues in relaton to

§ And employing other
Chinese nanonals to behave in

to boor? Would any
CGhanaian dare to show such disre-

the same

spect to uniformed officials of the

Chinese state? Would Chinese offi-
cials accept money and allow such

nsolence against their country to
go unpunished?

What has happened to us as
a nation 15 that we have ignored
President Kwame Nkrumah's
noble objective and made our in-
dependence “meaningless.” When
Nkrumah told us, on 6 March
1957, that our “independence 1s

meaningless unless 1t is inked up
with the rotal liberaton of the en-
nire African conanent”, he wasn't
suggesting that Africans should be
“liberated” by riding in nice offical
cars, living in luxurious bungalows
and having rraffic stopped for
them by police ourriders,

What he meant was a change of
mentality: such a change as would
make no African accepr being
insulted in his own country

“Kaffir” (as was the case in aparr
heid South Africa)

That no African should be

R

| of his skin; and that when such

discrimination occurred against

| any African in any country, then all

other African countnies should nse
as one and accord similar rreatment
to the natonals of the racist coun-
try that did not respect Africans,

It would never have occurred
to President Nkrumah — who
spent many years negoriaung fair
terms for Ghana, in respect of the
construction of Akosombo Dam
— that the people he had fought for
would one day allow foreigners to
come and destroy the very water

they drank, in exchange for gifts of
money.

Yes, what we have truly lost 1s
our SOUL, and unless we regain
that, no amount of personnel
changes in Operaton Vanguard,

or Operation-Let-The Police-Dao
It, or even by “Asafo” groups,
will save us from the eftecrs of
galamsey.

In other words, 1t 1sn't the an-
t-galamsey mechanism that’s gone
wrong;

itisn’t the programme ot train-
ing small-scale miners to adopr eth-
ical gold-winning pracnces that's
ineffectual.

ol It Is the PEOPLE who
operate the programmes; the
PEOPLE who look around and
when they think no-one can see
them, stretch out their hands, take
money, put it in their pockets, and
allow the DESTROYERS 10 go on

using excavators to churn up our

riverbeds and destroy our forest
reserves.
Y

should be conscie

—1t1s our people who

nuzed into line,
to prevent the destrucnion of our

natural endowments.

Ortherwise, we shall devise ey




