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Illegal mining jeopardising

sAL mining 1s
seriousle hurting invest-
ments made by COCO

BOD in cocoa produc
I non across the country.
This is because cocoa

farmers who have reccived var
wous productviy enhancement
programmes being implemented
by COCOBOD, are now curting,
down their cocoa rrees and giving
our their farm lands 1o illegal
miners (galamsey).

Mr Ebenezer Agven, Deputy
Ashanti Regional Manager of
Cocoa Health and Extension
Division (CHED) of COCO-
BOD, who made these known,
said rhere was an urgent need to
stop illegal mining activities in
OCOq ul’( 3\\'1]]!: areas (o Pl'l‘l'l'"[
further fall of the counrry™s cocoa
production,

He was speaking ar a farmers’
forum organiscd by the Antoak
rom disrrict othee of CHED ar
Manso-Anwere in the
West Districr.

The torum, which was under
the theme, 'Environmental and
social sustainabiliny',

Amansie

aimed ar
educaring farmers on the vari-
ous producnviry enhancement
programmes such as pruning,
pollination, irrigation and reha-
bilitation of diseased and aged
eocoa farms, supply of hvbrid
seedlings and subsidised fertiliser

to the farmers.

In addinon, environmental
and susrainability issues such as
child labour in cocoa farms, gen
der and women empowerment
in COCoa secror, ()‘.'Clll‘i"")““.l
safety, health, afforestation and
L‘I'Ivif'()ﬂfn(,'nfa] conservanon, were
discussed.

Mr Agyven warned cocoa
farmers against giving out their
farms for illegal mining, and said
such undertaking would not only

deprive them of their lifelong in-
vestments, bur would also affecr
growth and sustainability of the
cocon indusrry in the country.
He appealed to the Minerals
Commission to stop issuing
licenses to mining companies to
operate on mining concessions
located within cocoa growing

areas since the practice negatively

affected cocoa farms and the
cocoa industry ar large, water
bodies and the environment.

Mr Agven also urged the chief
cocoa farmers to collaborate
with land owners and rraditional
authorities to deist from releas-
ing their lands for illegal mining
activities.

Mr Fritz Kwami-Adala, the

| Antoakrom District Cocoa

Officer urged the farmers to put

into practice the good agricultural |
practices introduced to them by |
CHED and also participate in the |
various COCOBODs interven- |

Investments in cocoa productlon

HON Programmes (o ncrease their

yields and incomes.

Nana Asensu Bonsu, Iistrict
Chief Farmer and Nana Afia
Patakyiaw, District Queen Farmer
of the Amansie West District,
pledged their commitment to
educate and cooperate with all

| cocoa farmers in the area on the

need not to voluntarily give out

their farms for illegal mining
activities, —GNA




