[ MRl - L1

S g, odute

A I PR R N

Manganese,

bridge 85% complete

From Timothy Ngnenbe,
APEMANIM

PR

HE construction of a

bridge at Apemanim in

the Ahanta West District

in the Western Region for

the weighing of

manganese and bauxite
for export is 85 per cent complete.

Work on the facility was begun in

November last year and was expected to
be completed by the end of the first
quarter of this year but stalled
following the outbreak of the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic,

= The weigh bridge at Apemanim
in the Western Region

When it becomes operational in
August this year, the bridge will be a
central point to ascertain and double-
check the quantity of manganese and
bauxite that is hauled from the mine
sites to the Takoradi Port for export.

The Western Region is home to the
production of both minerals and others
that are exported through the Takoradi
Harbour.

The Minister of Lands and Natural
Resources, Mr Kwaku Asomah-
Cheremeh, inspected progress of work
on the bridge last Tuesday as part of his
two-day working visit to the Western
and the Ashanti regions.

With him on the visit were the
Deputy Minister of Lands and Natural
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Work on the installation of a
weigh bridge at Apemanim In
the Ahanta West District in the
Western Reglon is 85 per cent
complete and progressing
steadily.

Resources in charge of Mines, Naana

Eyiah; the Administrator of the

Minerals Development Fund (MDF}, Dr

Norris Hammer, and some top officials
of the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resources,

Progress of work

At the site of the bridge,
it was observed that
concrete works on the main
passage, supporting
structures and other major
components of the
weighing bridge had been
done.

What is left to be done
|

are fixing of s
and the installarion of

ed weighing

dves

I'he minister expressed
s satisfacrion with the
extent of work done on rhe
bridge and asked that work
be expedited to get the
tacility operational by
August this year
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Good project

He said the weighing bridge was
very important to the nation, as it
would help it achieve accurate values
on the quantity of manganese and
bauxite it exported.

Mr Asomah-Cheremeh said Ghana
had lost a lot of revenue through
underhand dealings by some mining
companies, the reason the decision to
construct the weighing bridge was
taken,

“As of now,determining the actual
figures in terms of the dried metric
tonnes (DMT) of manganese and
bauxite is a problem; and the state is
losing huge revenue because of a weak
monitoring system. We, therefore,
thought it prudent that we should
know the accurate figures, so that we
will know the actual amount the state
should be getting at any point in time,”
he said,

The minister said in the absence of a
refinery for manganese and bauxite,
the best way for the country to benefit
from the minerals was for monitoring
regimes to be robust in checking
discrepancies in values declared by
mining companies.

Background
In September last year, the
government ordered weigh bridges to
be installed at vantage points along
highways that connect mining sites to
the Takoradi Harbour.
The decision followed 4 financial
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The financial and rechnical audit ot
MINMmg COMpanies was “l'a:tlll n2ols
after a former Minister of Lands and
Natural Resources, Mr John-Peter
Ame had raised alarm about the

way some MInmg Companies were

using trandulent scales to short-change

the country, leading to revenue losses,




