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Professor Anamuah-Mensah,
who is also an education consultant
in Winneba, questioned what the
country expected such children,
who were placed but could not be
enrolled, to do.

He said from the trend of the
candidates sitting for the BECE, it
was clear that the numbers would
continue to increase so there was
the need to find a solution of pro-
viding more infrastructure for the
SHSs.

Acknowledging the fact that
building up more classrooms and
laboratories was capital intensive
and would, therefore, take not less
than three to five years and in some
cases even more to complete, he
added that while waiting for a per-
manent solution to the infrastruc-
tural challenge, there was the need
to look out for options even if they
were stop-gap measures the multi-
track educational system.

Prof. Anamuah-Mensah explained
that China and some South Amer-
ican countries were using such a
system to address the challenges in
their educational sectors with regard
to congestion and high numbers in
classrooms and lack of infrastruc-
ture.

He enumerated the benefits of
such a system to include the fact
that “it provides significant blocks
of instructional time for students,
allows teachers to assess students
during the first block of classes and
uses the vacation to determine a
plan for individual students. It also
provides space for continuous pro-
fessional development of teachers.

In addition, he said the multi-
track system would provide multiple
vacation options for both students
and teachers, increase thgsupply
of school places while limiting the
strain on budget in addition to al-
lowing a single set of buildings and
facilities to serve more students and
helping the government to achieve
the goals of social equity.

“It will maximise the use of avail-

able resources and provide educa-
tion for a greater number of pupils
without multiplying investment. It ¢
will also ensure mote efficient use
of buildings and other facilities,”
Prof. Anamuah-Mensah indicated.

In 2014 for instance, 113,260,
representing 29.3 per cent out of
the 386,412 candidates who were
placed, could not be enrolled, while
a total number of 115,363 out of
the 415,012 BECE candidates, rep-
resenting 27.8 per cent in 2015, were
placed but could not be enrolled.

Similarly, in 2016, out of the
420,135 candidates that were placed,
111,336 of them, representing 26.5
per cent, could not enroll while
62,453 candidates, representing 14.7
per cent out of 424,224 who were
placed, could not be enrolled.

The projection for 2018 shows
that out of the 521,710 candidates
who registered for the BECE, the
number of candidates anticipated to
be placed is 497,610, out of which a
projected 24,880 candidates will not
be enrolled.




