By Raissa Sambou

HIERTE 15 the need fora
national dialogue of stake
holders to fashion out an
cducation policy for the country
that will be binding on successive
government,
This, Benjamin Panlogo-1.o
godam, former president of
the Private Universiny Stadents
\ssocianion of Ghana (PUSAG),
said the policy would ensure
smooth running of the cduca
nonal scctor
Speaking m an interview with
the Ghanamn Times on Friday, he
noted that, with the current mas
sive enrolment ot students into
the sccond cycle instirurions, duc
to the free Semor High School
(SHIS) policy, it was prudent that
measures were quickly put in
place to avert any tuture over-
flow of students into the various
ternary msreutions.,
“It 15 obvious the number
of students who are likelv to
graduate from SHS in the next

three vears and bevond will be
unprecedented therefore govern-

ment must enhance and expand

the facilines of our various pubhe

universities and all public termary
institutions to be able 1o accom
modare the incommg enrolment
boom,” he stressed

Mr. Panlogo- Logodam also
called on government to collabo
rate with private rernary insotu
ttons to come up with o tlexable
poliey framework that would

enhance the challenges and bot

tlenecks faced by privive ternary
institurtons as far as accredita
tons, charter and taxaton were
concerned, adding thar there
was also the need to weed our all
unaccredited universities
Deseribing the current rate of
uncemployment as alarming, the
vouth activist called on author

1ies o treat the menace as a

major national security threar by
implemenring measures that will

make graduares employable rght
| after school.

“Government must creare the

‘Let’s hold national dialogue on education’

cnabhing environment tor the
vouth to venture into creatnyg,
therr own busimesses and sustain
g them; and the vourh muse also
be innovatve i therr thinking by
being entreprencuriallv-minded,
mstead of waiting for white collar
jobs,” he added.

He suggested thar government
must meet pertodically with the
Council of Independent Univer
sties for mutual discussions and
strategies tor hest practices

\ceording 1o Mr. Panlogo-Lo
godam, tacthnies wirhin public
sccond eyele and tertary mmsn
tutions ought 1o be expanded 1o
help accommadare students at
all levels, addmg thar “remuner
attons and incennve challenges

of lecturers, teachers and the

teeming stalt of our public
mstitutions must be addressed (o

avold the numerous strikes and,

agitations which affeets reaching

and learning”



