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s the Ghanailan creative spirit and
~reative »~ ting on the decline now?

BY MICHAEL AKENOQO Ghanaians. tion has also established a lirerary Ghanaans in various walks of life, the publicatnion of thar works. In
Definitely, a higher reading magazine for the youth known as such as hshermen, marker women this way, they must try to imitate

T appears there had been culture among Ghanaians will GAWSOP Filla. The magazine fea-  and traders. And this will rase the | their Nigenan counterparts, who |

a continual decline in cre- tremendously help to accelerare tures literary writings and articles reading culture in the Ghanaan think to the best of my knowledge

ative or imagination writ- | the economic growth and devel trom second cycle institutions as society significanty. are betrer in this respect than their

ing by Ghanaians in the ment of Ghana’s growth because well members of the Association. To this end, 1 suggest that the Ghanatan counterparts.

Ghanaian situation since | Sir Francis Bacon, the renowned The Ghana Association Of Ghana Association of Writers In conclusion, 1 am convinced
the 1960s up to date, This | English lawyer once stated that, * Writers hope that these literacy should embark on expansion of beyond any reasonable doubt that
sordid and unpleasant situation | Reading maketh a man” and to me, programmes and activities will their activities and programmes to | if the government of Ghana will
gives much concern to many intel- | jp the context of this statement yield much dividends to help embrace every Ghanaian in order readily lend its full support in
lectuals and well educated Ghana- | ;4 expansion in the Ghanaian students greatly to improve and to meet its mission and vision to terms of money and logistics to
tans in all walkﬁ. of Lfe [_nday. | situation, I will say that a higher raise high the fcnding and writing ~ empower Ghanaians with reading formidable organisations like the
In retrospection and in Lhc_ ) reading culture among Ghanaians cultures in the youth in Ghanaian and writing cultures. The Asso- | Ghana Association of Writers,
context of this apparent declining | ) definitely empower Ghanaians | gchools. It is very necessary that ciarion should now solicit the the Ministry of Education and
of creative/writing by Ghana- with knowledge and enlightment; the gnvcrnmcn[)()f Chana must assistance of the government and the Ghana Educaton Service as
ngi::ld:l;v;s[E:':lcr:::r;rb;hf:iz:l:na and this in turn will make Gha- give its full support in terms of other st;?kchu!clcrs as mentioned in | well as mds\'id.ually highly gifted
: . f this presentation. and talented Ghanaian creatve
whl:d: m'ust be lt.l?ntlﬁedra]:d ]:]ur The acdvides and programmes artists, the crusade and efforts to
:fI;;E::;;:Lﬁ:z;?::::omz:‘ i intended f[_ﬁr lhel raising high of the | raise high the rca(‘_{ing nlnd writing
22k It is significant to note that the high rﬂadlng cultures of reading and wrting in | cultures among Ghanaians in the

In~dismay and anguish, one could
vividly recall the intensive and vi- culture among Euro-Americans is one of

the Ghanaian society today should | country today will definitely be
be on a massive scale country-wide | put on a higher scale for Ghana

E;:T;:[Z:i‘:ﬂ‘:l?;g(:c;;c?g:iiz the main factors that account for their high similar to that of the mass literacy | to witness a vﬂ'lsram and intensive
1980s in Ghana, when there was levels of economic PrDSperlty advancement campaign ‘ff the 1_9()0& organised reading and wm_mg scene; which
prnlifemrinn of creative writing by by ()s.agxcm Dr Kwame Nkrumah | in turn will also hdp the country
Ghanaians in the country. and development. " and his CPP government, to move very fast to achieve great

Indisputably and clearly, there In the case of the gloomy atmo- €CoNOmIC gre wih and duv::lnf‘f-
&b PwiE T’ teasai it hiave sphere of the publication situaton | ment wnhﬂm the shortest possi-
contributed negatively and serious- o capilblie:of sclving s . N N—— in the cmu_lrﬂ' now, especially in ble time from now. For a higher
ly to this unpleasant creative writ- dcoiioke kil deviltpricnti 1\”‘5"“ and “.EJ\\"L\WU'T ‘, shana the arca ‘.ﬂ Lrt'.]ll\‘t.‘“.u'ld 1magi- reading, the culture that exists in
ing situation in the country. The problems with ease. Association of . ters to carry out | native writings by Ghanaians, I. a nation 1s a guarantee to her all
first major reason is the perenmal Teis significant to-note that all its |1|ﬂnm‘d acovines ""}’ndl‘d \l‘l'i.'\lL:L'.\l that the government of round success in economic growth
low level reading culture in the the high reading culrure amang to raise hlf,l’.h the culture of reading (l:h;md should try and give some J:ul.dt velopment.
Ghanaian society and the other is Al one of the among, ( :}1.111.|1;|11 vouth in -‘-l'-h'")|.~\ financial assistance to all gifted Ghana ar all costs should be-
the problem or difficulty of pub- E O Tam of the opinion that if and highly talented G come a great reading and writing
lication of creative or imaginative high levels of ec ) . the government of Ghana will creative artists such as authors, nanon in the 21st century, so that

q e . M IEVEO8 SEAROIE PROSPRILY /e 1ts max s he lay wrights, poets etc to enable she can realise her lofty dreams

Wtgs the eguntry. advancement and developmenr. A s \11;3}111.1:1 ke B 2hEs, po R ¢ ¥ dred

It is a fact that the perennial bk seading Congciois ciltire Ghana Associarion of \\ riters as themi to get their works published. | and aspiration to achieve great
problems militating against the ‘L Ading co \ ”_ $ .t e 1 had mennoned in the forego Furthermore, I suggest that indi development and prosperity,
development of African literature af anadoils precequisine 1o er ing, the Associatnon will be in a vidual GGhanaian creanive arrists

high economic growth and de-
velopment! And this a fact which
cannot be dispured in any way!
The Ghana Wnirers Association
(GWA) must be commended for
taking some initiatives and pl
improve and raise high the reading
culture among Ghanaians. Tor
instance, the Association is at pres-
ent collaborating with the Ghana
Education Service to encourage
reading and writing in Ghana.
This organisation has initiated and
organised some activities and pro-
grammes such as GAWSOP, which
is an outreach schools programme

are that of audience awareness
and publication. Although these
two problems are not pecubiar in
the context of African’s atttude
toward literary works, they are
however pronounced or accentu-
ated 1n the Ghanalan situation; and
this greatly hampers the creanive
spint among gifted and talented
Ghanatans in the arena of creative
writing,

I believe and have optumism that
the problem of audience aware-
ness in the Ghanaian situation can
be tackled and solved considerably
and mimmised 1f not eliminated

position to extend irs activities and | should co-operate and ream up
programmes to embrace all adult to establish publishing houses for The writer is a Theatre Critic
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completely. In the solution of involving senior high schools 1n all
this problem, I suggest that there the regions of Ghana.
should be a strong collaboranon The Association has also es-
in efforts by the government and tablished literacy clubs in senior
benevolent and chanitable wealthy high schools in the country, which
Ghanatans business men and are run by the students with the
women, well-educated concerned issistance of their teachers. There
Ghamans, and also international 18 also another programme of the
Oruan wre such as UNESCO), \ssoctation dubbed GAW Sunday
Fred Vdenaur, Ford Foundation which comes on the first Sunday
=ms of finance to nin of every month, This programme
vid orpamse acuvines and teatures poctry rec itals, storviell
programunes that are intended to 1, bOOK readings, and spuken

ratse the reading culture among word performances. The Associa- » An empty writers desk




