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Ghanaie

- Dr Wiafe-Akenten

By Charles Andoh

to revisit the policy on Ghanaian
languages and ensure that they
are used as the medium of
instruction in basic schools.

LINGUIST and
the first PhD
holder in Twi in the
country has called
on the government

I'he Ghanwan Language Policy
states that Ghanaan languages

* Continued on page 03
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* The charter members of Zonta Club -
Barbara Baeta (left) and Rachel Phillips
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Revisit Ghanaian Language
Policy — Dr Wiafe-Akenten

» Continued from page 01
should be used as a medium of instruction
trom kindergarten to Primary Three
Aceording to Dr Mrs Nana Anima
Wiate-Akenten, who s also the head of the
Akan-Nzema De

of Languages Hducarion, Ajumako

artment of the Collepe

the University of Education

Campus
Winneba (UEW), httle attenuon had been
given to the pohey and that was
\Il\lk':ﬂllﬂ\ﬂl‘.: Ghanaan languages, thereby
translating into lack of appreciation for
CGihanaian values and culrure

Dr Wiafe
\irror aheac

Morher Language Day commemorated on

2. 2020

\kenten was speaking to 1

t this vear'’s Internanonal

Learning mother language
at an early stage

Explaining further, Dr Wiafe- Akenten
said 1t was important for the child to be
made to speak their mother language to be
ible ro appreciate and learn as they grow,
noting that once the child was able ro grasp

the language 1t could be

the concept o

used in every sphere of their hife
Currently, she said the Ghana Education
Service and other stakeholders had almost

thandoned the Ghanalan Language Poh

cv,
“the reason many schools do not pay

attennon to the use of local lang

the medium of instrucnon, especially ar the
hasic level

She was

wever, quick to add that the

colleges of education had pcked the

sHuaton up 1 were now ensuring thar
teacher tramees were made to learn the
local languages 1o be able to wach then

wlents and thar all was not lost

Rescarches have proven that when vou
speak the mother

cnat

tongue with the child, it

les them ro appreciate ther inherent

culture which rhey mbibe and Iy

Ome

responsible citizens
“When vou I

countries such as China, they

ar some developed

have been

able ro ensure thar their mother tongue is
adopted in every sphere of contact and
thev are dong so well all over the world,
she told The Mirror

The university don also advised

not to look down on therr local ling

and compel their children o speak a

foreien langu 1t render age

“Speak your mother langua
children and with nme vou will see that any

other toreign language will be casy ro

rrasp,” she stated

She also arrmbuted the lack of
ipprecianion tor the local language to the
risc i unnecessary cultural infiltrarion
which was destroving the very tibres of the

Chanaian socicty

Importance of learning
mother language

Elaboranng on the importance of the

//""_. S €

mother language, Dr Wiaf

\kenten said of
one used the mother tongue to reach their
children, it helped them develop their
mental faculty, where speech and speaking
began, and that it also helped them deve lop
ther inelligence quotient (10Q)

Witk

culture. In that process, the child gers to

n the language embodies our

know; understand and appreciate their
culture and not allow anvthing alien which
can destrov their maorals and values

“T'his enables the ehild to know what is

wround m and how 1o use that 1o

develop their country. The mother
language gives some pig TIresque view

thout hife such as through wise savings and

proverbs,” she expluncd

Dr Wiate-Akenten sad she beheved the
nation was facing manmy problems today
because people lacked the basic cultural

eing which frowned on social vices

upb

such as corruprion, bribery, adultery, and

indecent dressing,
“Today, many marnages have tallen
apart because people have poor tramning,

which can be traced to the lack of

appreciation for their local language and
culture,” she said

She stated that she had established a
centre where she taught ]n'u|‘|rn to learn
and appreciate the local language and their
culture,

International Mother
Language Day

On November 17, 1999, the United
Nations Fducational, Scientific and

Cultural Organisation proclaimed February

as International Mother Language Day,
and it was first observed throughout the
world on February 21, 2000

T'his day was instituted to promote
linguisne and cultural diversity,
multihingualism and to highlight greater
awarcness of the importance of mother
language educanon

I'he institution of the day was also o
bring ro the fore strategics nations can
adopt to save their various indigenous
languages and rap their immense benefits
1o the full.

Article 39 Clause 3 of the 1992
Constitution of Ghana also enjoins the

state to “foster the developmenr of

Ghanaian languages and pride in Ghanaian
culrure.”

By this constitutional provision, the
stare 18 obliged 1o formulate and implement

policics and programmes towards the
development of Ghanaian languages and
cultures,

It is also incumbent on the stare 1o

ensure that irs citizens feel proud of their

lan ces and cultural heritage

It 1s through rhe mastery of the first

languige or mother tongue that the basic

skills of reading, wrnng and numeracy ard

acyuired



