Parents
asked to 3
help children:
speak local
dialects

“ROM GRACE SENAM KLAY, HO

HE World Vision Educa-
tion Technical Programme
Manager, Mt Andrew
Ofosu Dankyi, has urged
parents to play key roles
in the development of the
nother language, among their children.

He reminded parents that they are
‘esponsible to teach children how to speak
heir local dialects.

Mr Dankyi made the call at the Interna-
ional Mother Language Day celebration at
Ho, last Friday, on the theme: “Indigenous
anguages matters for development, peace
»uilding and reconciliation”.

He urged parents not to feel shy to
ipeak local dialects to their children rather
han speak English with the children at
10me.

Mr Dankyi said “if a child is not able to
‘ead or speak his or her local language, he
st she would lose his culture, which makes
im ot her the Ghanaian child. So every
*hild should at least learn one local lan-
age properly”. )

He called for training of teachers in
he local languages, adding that, incentives
thould be given to teacher trainees interest-
«d in learning these languages.

Madam Irene Jackquelinda Attabra, the
{rachi West District Director of Educa-
ion, revealed that the Ghana Educaton
service (GES) in collaboration with World
Jision was implementing quarterly reading
‘estivals in municipalives and district which
yromote reading in the local language.

There was a panel discussion on the
heme to solicit ideas on how o promote
ocal dialects, and the panellist encouraged
hat the parents, stakeholders and educa-
1onal instrutions should use the mother
ongue m commumearion to children ar all
mes
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